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in the new Prime Minister: indeed, the Opposi-
tion was to no small extent responsible for presenting
the latter with a triumph at the polls such as is given
to very few Premiers on first taking office. Neverthe-
less, Mr. Attlee and his colleagues were in no way
deterred by this series of disasters, and they were
prepared to face with equanimity the loss of that Irish
Roman Catholic support which in many of the urban
areas had been a tower of strength to them for two
decades. If the Socialist leaders were not sincere, then
they were fools, and no one has ever suggested that.
As for the ordinary citizen, he was confirmed in
the opinion which he had held since 1931, namely
that the Opposition was quite unfit to govern the
country.

At home, this attitude made the Prime Minister's
task a great deal easier, but abroad the opposite was
the case, for the intemperate language used by
Opposition speakers in Parliament, and by the Opposi-
tion Press, rendered negotiation with other countries
extremely difficult. Day after day Herr Hitler, Signor
Mussolini, and General Franco were assailed with the
foulest abuse, which the Press at their disposal
naturally returned with interest. In view of the fact
that the Spanish civil war had broken out at a time
when the international situation was already very
strained in consequence of the Abyssinian crisis, the
effect of these tactics was extremely serious. The
enemies of England all over the world seized their
opportunity to cite these wild statements in support of
their contention that her neutrality was a farce, and
they found widespread acceptance for their allegation.
Mr. Chamberlain was from the first alive to this
danger, and in a notable speech in the House of